Homeschool Hybrid Frequently Asked Questions

What is a homeschool hybrid?

A homeschool hybrid is a model of education in which parents school their children at
home but also have some classes on campus.

How is Birchtree’s homeschool program different from others?

In Birchtree’s homeschool program, families will be provided with Waldorf curriculum by
the school in order to provide academic instruction at home. The classes offered on
campus will be centered around the arts as well as seasonal activities.

Will there be a teacher-advisor to support parents?

Yes. A certified teacher with experience teaching in a Waldorf-inspired environment will
support parents in their instruction through advisory sessions.

What types of things will be taught in the at-school classes?

The classes offered on campus will include handwork, art (painting, drawing, modeling),
form drawing, singing, recorder, violin, circle activities, nature walk, games, and
seasonal storytelling and activities.

How long will at-school classes be?

Classes will be 1 2 - 2 hours for 2-3 days a week per age group (K-3, 4-6, 7-8).



Will homeschooled students be allowed to join the regular Birchtree classes for
specials?

Not on a regular basis. There may be times when students join special classes for
certain blocks or for combined concert rehearsals. Homeschool students will have
separate instruction.

What curriculum choices will be offered?
The primary Waldorf curriculum will be published by Oak Meadow. Parents may also

use Math Mammoth for math instruction and Roadmap to Literacy and supplemental
writing materials for Language Arts.

Will homeschooled students be allowed to participate in concerts?

Yes, if their parents choose to have them participate, and they have prepared.

What other traditional Birchtree activities will homeschooled students be allowed
to participate in?

Students will be allowed to participate in Pentathlon, NYO, Lantern Walk, Saint
Nicholas’s and Saint Lucia’s visits, Advent Spiral (in the homeschool group), Annual Art
Show. Students will also be allowed to participate in traditional extracurricular activities
such as sports, drama club, and chess club.

In what other ways will families be included in the Birchtree community?

Families may participate in events and programs such as Fall Faire, Holiday Market,
May Faire, membership in the BPG, Parent Nights, membership on the APC.

Will homeschool hybrid families receive an allotment?

No. Unlike other homeschool programs, Birchtree will provide curriculum resources,
high quality main lesson books, and art supplies.

What grades will be allowed to participate in the homeschool hybrid program?

In our first year, we will initially open up the program to grades K-3. If there are still
openings, then we will open it to grades 4-6. (Due to space limitations and staffing
considerations, we will prioritize grades K-3. However, we will consider enrolling
students 4-8 as is feasible to meet family need.)



How will students be assessed?
Parents will assess their children with the guidance of the teacher-advisory using
portfolio based assessments that are guided by the Birchtree report card. Students will

also be assessed through mClass, Measures of Academic Progress, and AKStar.

Will homeschool students in the upper grades be allowed to take high school
courses?

Students in grades 7-8 who qualify for early high school classes will be able to take
classes through an online platform.

May homeschool students in the upper grades take upper grades electives?

Yes, as space allows.



